Name: _______________________
Period: _____
Thesis Statement Guided Notes
Definition: Thesis Statement

· A thesis statement is ______________________ that tells the ____________________ of a piece of writing
· A thesis statement is based on _________________________
· THESIS = ___________________________________
Topic Sentence vs. Thesis Statement

*A topic sentence is a _______________________ of what the piece of writing will discuss/inform the reader of
            
VS.

*A thesis statement is a ____________________ that you will _______________________ in a writing piece
Can you identify it?

Underline the sentence you believe to be the thesis statement based on what you know so far.

It’s Time to Junk Junk Food!


(1) Tired, crabby, or unfocused in class? (2) It could be the food you are eating. (3) The lack of healthy and tasty school lunch selections has recently become a problem in almost every elementary, middle and high school across the nation. (4) There are many good reasons to remove junk food from school lunch menus, and creating a healthier student body is number one. (5) Although many types of junk food are pleasing to one’s appetite, junk foods should be taken out of school lunch menus because they harm the development of kids’ bodies, impact the mind in negative ways, and are expensive for schools to buy.
Talk about It: Write down the 2 reasons you and your partner talked about.

1. ____________________________________       2. __________________________________
**5 Key Features of a Thesis

Key Feature #1: _______________________________________________

* Thesis should address _________________ by using ________________________________ 
and listing _________________________________

Key Feature #2: _______________________________________________



* Thesis should __________________________________________



* Should express _________________________________________
[image: image1.wmf]Key Feature #3: ________________________________________________


* A thesis is asserting an ____________________________________

Key Feature #4: ________________________________________________
[image: image2.wmf]* You should avoid using, “I’m going to write about…” or 
“This essay will discuss…” or similar sentence-starters

* Also do not use ______________________________

List 3 examples of first person language: ___________ ___________ ___________


Key Feature #5: _____________________________________________________
**Proper Social Studies Thesis Format
--Basic Thesis (Grade Level):

Answer the ___________________________ because (reason/key idea _____), (reason/key idea _____), and (reason/key idea _____).

--Advanced Thesis:
Although (insert opposing view here), answer the __________________________ because (reason/key idea _____), (reason/key idea _____), and (reason/key idea _____).

YOU TRY IT!
-On a separate sheet of paper, choose one of the thesis “formulas” and write a thesis statement to the following prompt:

Which pharaoh was the most effective in ancient Egypt and why?

-Underline your thesis with different colors to show the parts

*3 colors/parts if you are doing the advanced thesis

*2 colors/parts if you are doing the basic thesis
-Create a key that shows:
For Basic Thesis
1st Color: underline your claim (argument)
2nd Color: underline your 3 points (key reasons)
-OR-

For Advanced Thesis
1st Color: underline the opposing viewpoint


2nd Color: underline your claim (argument)


3rd Color: underline your 3 points (key reasons)
